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Subject:  "Safer  Hones."  Information  fron  the  National  Safety  Council 
a  proved  oy  the  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics,  U.S.D.A. 


 ooOoo  


TThen  Cousin  Susan  reached  the  top  of  the  cellar  steps  last  night 
s.ie  was  in  a  state  of  agitation.     She  set  down  her  basket  and  called  to 
Uncle  Ebenezer. 

"That  bo t tor.;  step  is  loose  again,  Ebene2er,  and  I  won't  rest  easy 
one  minute  til],  you  fix  it.    You  know  that  Phoebe  Jones  broke  her  hip 
-ailing  on  a  shaky  cellar  step  and  she  was  a  bed  invalid  all  the  rest  of 
ner  life." 

"Poor  Phoebe,"  said  Uncle  Silas.  "She  was  the  scariest  wonan  I 
ever  net  in  ny  life  and  that's  all  the  good  it  did  her.     She  wouldn't  visit 
tier  son  who  lived  two  states  away  because  she  was  scared  of  railroad  ac- 
cidents.    She  wouldn't  take  a  ride,  even  around  the  corner,  in  Jack  Reed's 
red  automobile,  his  pride  and  joy.    Even  a  horse  and  buggy  frightened  her. 
So  she  stayed  hone  where  she  said  it  was  safe.    But  she  hadn't  counted 
on  that  cellar  step." 

.  "there's  your  banner,  EbeneZer.    Let's  not  have  any  broken  bones  in 

this  house. " 

"Yes,"  said  Uncle  Ebenezer, "  and  there  was  another  scare-cat  in 
our  town  -  young  Mrs.  Enders.    Renenber  her,  Susan?     She  wouldn't  let  her 
little  boy  play  with  the  other  children  for  fear  he'd  catch  neasles  or 
chicken  pox  or  sonething.      She  wouldn't  let  hin  clirib  trees  and  go  roller 
skating  for  fear  he'd  fall.      she  wouldn't  let  hin  go  out  in  the  rain  for 
tear  he  d  get  struck  by  lightning.      And  then  he  nearly  died  fron  a  leaky 
gas  pipe  she'd  neglected  right  in  her  own  kitchen.      Hones  can  be  dangerous 
places  11  they  aren't  looked  after  and—" 

"Cjuitc  right,  Ebenezer,"  interrupted  Cousin  Susan.     "So  how  about 
going  after  that  cellar  step  before  you  forget  it?" 

"Just  a  minute,  Susan.    Just  a  ninute.    I  was  always  taught  that 
patience  was  a  becoming  virtue  in  wonen.    Just  to  show  you  how  dangerous. 
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neg  really  arc,  let  me  tell  you  that  23,000  people  wore  Id. lied  and  near- 
ly 3  trillion  were  injured  in  hone  accidents  in  1929  end — •  " 

"Ebenezor,  are  you  determined  to  scare  the  wits  clean  out  of  ne? 
I  won't  touch  one  "bite  of  supper  until  you  fix  that  step.     Yes,  I'd  rather 
hear  pounding  than  these  horrible  statistics.    Carelessness  and  neglect  is 
what  caused  most  cf  those  home  accidents." 

UncJie  Ebenezer  agreed  that  Cousin  Susan  had  the  right  on  her  side. 
So  the  lo.se  step  is  now  quite  safe  and  solid. 

Years  ago  law  makers  and  factory  owners  "began  to  consider  the  prob- 
lem of  safety  for  workers.    Eor  many  years  now  int  erest  has  been  centered 
nr.  preventing  accidents  in  industry. 

But  it's  only  recently  that  we've  begun  to  think  what  we  cancb 
about  the  number  of  people  killed  or  injured  by  home  accidents  every  year? 
Vino's  to  look  after  safety  there?    This  seems  to  be  another  j:>b  for  the 
honenaker.      How  did    these  accidents  happen? ^ 

According  to  the  figures,  more  accidents  in  the  home  are  caused  by 
falls  than  by  anything  else.    Next  in  frequency  come  burns,  scalds  and  ex- 
plosions.   Then  asphyxiation  and  suffocation.      Then,poisons,    And,  finally, 
cuts  and  scratches. 

These  falls  that  total  such  a  high  ■  per  cent  of  trouble  occur  not 
only  on  stairs — though  that's  very  frequent  place.     Slippery  flo  <rs  and 
sliding  rugs  cause  many  of  them.     Then  there  are  falls  in  slippery  bath- 
tubs.   And  there  are  many  tumbles,  serious  and  otherwise,  caused  by  stand- 
ing on  something  unstable.    To  reach  that  jar  of  jam  on  the  top  shelf,  you 
step  up  on  a  box  or  a  chair  or  some  tiling  else  that's  shaky  maybe  or  likely 
to  slip  out  from  under,. 

"TJhy  that's  just  a  common  everyday  event,"  you  say. 

Unfortunately  it's  all  too  common.    And  have  a  look  at  the  records 
of  accidents  caused  by  such  everyday  doings. 

About  the  floors  and  rags.    First,  don't  put  too  much  wax  on  your 
waxed  floor.    That's  a  frequent  mistake.    Use  just  enough  wax  to  finish  the 
floor  but  not  enough  to  make  an  extra  slippery  layer  on  top.     Then,  use  nan- 
s' :id  mate  rials  ■  '.under  your  rugs  or  attach  non-skid  devices  to  them. 

As  for  this  matter  of  reaching  the  top  shelf  or  attaching  a  cord  to 
the  picture  molding,  or  for  any  other  such  reaching  job,  there  are  safe, 
firm,  sturdy  step-ladders  to  depend  on.    Every  home  needs  a  step  ladder, 
And,  for  the  kitchen,  there  are  safe  and  convenient  step-stools. 

About  burns  and  other  similar  injuries.  The  causes  run  all  the  way 
from  a  household  fire  to  the  pot  of  boiling  coffee  tipped  over  by  the  small 
inquiring  youngster  in  the  family. 

Ask  the  firemen  about  the  causes  of  fires  in  homes.    They'll  tell 
you  that  many  a  house  lias  gone  to  ashes  because  a  lot  of  rubbish  had  accu- 
mulated in  attics,  cello.rs  and  closets. 
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"Now,  John, "  says  the  young  housekeeper.  (Or  the  older  one,  just 
as  likely.)     "I  don't  want  to  throw  all  that  good  excelsior  and  packing  pa- 
per out  of  those  "barrels.    The  next  tine  we  move  it'll  "be  handy  to  pack 
the  dishes  in. " 

That  nay  sound  like  economy,  "but  if  John  is  wise  he'll  persuade 
her  to  throw  it  out.     That  quantity  of  inflammable  material  is  dangerous 
to  have  around.     So  is  rubbish  of  all  kinds — papers,  soiled  rags,  and  so 
forth.    Get  rid  of  all  rubbish.    It's  a  matter  of  safety  to  be  tidy. 

Host  housekeepers  have  been  told  about  the  dangers  of  using  gas- 
oline   and  other  inflammable  substances  for  cleaning  at  home-- cleaning 
clothes  or  floors  or  anything  else.    There  are  many  non-inflammable  clean- 
ing fluids  and  for  cleaning  clothes  it's  safe  to  use  then.    Many  terrible 
accidents  have  come  from  cleaning  in  a  room  where  there  is  a  spark  or  an 
open  flame  or  some  tiling  else  to  cause  an  explosion.    If  you  use  such  materia 
als,  remember  to  keep  the  windows  open  and  the  room  well  aired.  Remember 
to  keep  the  bottle  or  other  container  tightly  closed  while  you  work.  Re- 
member never  to  have  the  material  in  the  room  with  a  flame,  of  any  sort  or 
even  a  spark.    And,  remember  that  it's  far  safer  not  to  use  inflammable 
materials  at  all. 

Keep  a  sharp  eye  on  your  heating  and  cooking  appliances.  Leaky 
or  old  gas  tubing  is  always  a  hazard.    In  fact,  neglecting  even  the  slight- 
est leaks  in  gas  lines  is  dangerous.    Any  room  where  you  have  a  fire  of 
any  kind  needs  ventilation.    But  be  sure  that  the  gas  range  or  heater  is 
never  in  a  direct  draft.    A  breeze  may  blow  out  the  flame,  you  know,  es- 
pecially if  it's  turned  low,  and  then  the  gas  will  escape  into  the  room. 

The  fourth  most  frequent  cause  of  home  deaths  from  accidents  is 
poison.    Most  of  these  accidents  are  from  medicines,  cleaning  fluids  and  so 
forth  left  where  the  children  can  get  them.    Think  of  iti    Forty  per  cent 
of  deaths  from  poisoning  happen  to  children  under  fifteen.    That's  why  it's 
wise  to  have  no  poisonous  substances  in  your  house  at  all,  if  you  can  help 
it.    If  you  do  have  some,  keep  them  always  well  out  of  reach  of  children. 
And  have  the  bottles  well  labeled  so  the  adults  in  the  family  will  not  use 
them  by  mistake. 

Putting  all  this  information  in  a  nutshell,  here  are  five  good  ways 
to  make  your  home  a  safer  place  to  live: 

First,  moke  a  tour  of  inspection  around  your  house  looking  for  any 
unsafe  conditions  to  remedy. 

Second,  throw  away  all  rubbish. 

Third,  use  non-slipping  materials  under  skiddy  rugs. 

Fourth,  get  rid  of  old  medicine  bottles  and  poisons,  but  first 
empty  the  contents  in  a  safe  place. 

Tomorrow  you  are  to  have  a  menu  for  a  colorful  lenten  luncheon. 
If  you're  having  a  bridge  party  soon  or  if  you'd  like  a  bright  and  cheer- 
ful noon  meal  suited  to  the  season,  bring  your  pencils. 

Also,  tomorrow  I'll  answer  some  of  your  recent  questions. 


